
LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE – 06.01.06 – MINUTES

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
6 JANUARY 2006
Councillors: Irene Neill (Chairman) (P), Andrew Rowles (P), Quentin Webb (P)

Also present: Brian Leahy, Trina McFarlane and Vicky Wheatley

PART I

1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

There were no declarations of interest.

2.
APPLICATION NO. 015016 – X-ZYTE (Formerly Utopia), Unit 2, Pincents Lane, Calcot, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4UH.

The Sub-Committee considered a report (Agenda Item 1) concerning Licensing Application 015016 from Shafiq Shahajhan and Michael Cobb for a premises licence.

Brian Leahy, Senior Licensing Officer, introduced the application stating the premises are a purpose built nightclub in an industrial park with no close residential dwellings, near the border with Reading Borough Council. There had been some mediation between the Applicants and Thames Valley Police.

Ben Brandon, Counsel for the Applicants, informed the Sub-Committee of the conditions requested by APS Shane Cooke of Thames Valley Police which had formed the basis of the mediation. Considerable progress had been made and Mr Brandon requested an adjournment during the hearing for further discussions.

Cllr Neill agreed that following the hearing but before the Sub-Committee retired for their decision, she would allow an adjournment for further mediation between Mr Michael Cobb (Applicant), Mr Brandon (Applicant’s Counsel) and Thames Valley Police (APS Shane Cooke {Newbury station}, Inspector Roger Cartwright and PC Andy Tomlinson{both of Pangbourne station}).

Mr Brandon stated the operating schedule reflected the concerns of Thames Valley Police by including, for example, door supervisors, a search policy, public notices, CCTV inside and outside the premises and covering the area of the car park they would be responsible for and provision of transport. Although the Police had concerns regarding public nuisance, there had been no objections to the application from the public. There would be no cumulative effect, as there was not room to accommodate another premise in the area. The crime statistics quoted on the Police Representation related to the previous owners between 2001 – 2003, and as the premises had not been used for nearly 3 years, Mr Brandon suggested that these figures should not be taken into account. How the premises would be managed, operated and controlled by the new Applicants should determine this application.

Mr Cobb, Applicant, stated he has had a premises in Henley on Thames (which is not a nightclub) for 6 years and the Police have only attended 4 incidents, 2 of which he had reported himself to make an example of the culprits. X-Zyte would be an entertainment venue rather than a nightclub, aimed at more mature or over 25 year old clients with music and drinks policies which would discourage the younger generation. The top floor would be for over 25s and VIPs, with downstairs for dancing and music. Mr Cobb stated that in Henley he worked very closely with the Police, which he hoped to continue with X-Zyte. He would manage X-Zyte himself and be on the premises, rather than act as a remote manager.

Cllr Neill asked why the Applicants had asked for an 11am opening. Mr Cobb responded that this would be for corporate entertainment. When not booked for corporate events, X-Zyte would open from 8pm for events such as latin/salsa classes, tribute bands and themed nights. X-Zyte would also run a membership scheme to encourage regular customers and enable them to more effectively control the membership.

Cllr Webb asked about the proposed CCTV room, which Mr Cobb explained would be a dedicated CCTV room manned by 2 people. CCTV would focus on the car park, outside the premises, the entrance, the interior, fire exits and reception and would record at all times. Staff would be in radio contact with 1 channel for bar staff and one for security staff. X-Zyte has a cloakroom to accommodate 2,000 coats and lockers for handbags.

Cllr Webb asked for further information about the shuttle service. Mr Cobb stated:

· Reading Buses ran a service every 30 minutes to Savacentre – bus numbers 25, 44 (26 from March 2006) which ran every 30 minutes from 5.30am (8am on a Sunday) to 11.40pm. The night bus, N7 (Nighttrack) operated from midnight and hourly until 2am (Sunday – Thursday) or 3am (Friday and Saturday).

· Between 8pm – 5.30am the applicants would run a shuttle bus service from Savacentre to X-Zyte

· X-Zyte would provide additional buses to the town centre along the same route for free from 8pm, although Reading Buses have suggested that if the additional buses were commercially viable they could provide them.

At the end of the evening, X-Zyte would provide buses to take customers to Reading town centre, and later for X-Zyte’s staff (around 100) to get home. The buses would run until 5.30am.

Mr Cobb would produce an entry and exit policy for the premises, which he would agree with the Police, and there would be ample space to hold a person while waiting for the police (although Mr Cobb was unsure about the legal implications of this).

Mr Brandon responded to the concerns of the Police stating that:

1. The Applicants would provide sufficient transport to and from the premises for customers

2. There would be a shelter for customers to wait for buses

3. The Applicants would respond to issues they were able to influence , and he urged the Committee not to impose conditions beyond the Applicant’s control

4. The conditions offered by the Applicants counteracted the need for police officers on duty at the premises

5. Problems in the past and with the previous owners were not relevant to this application

6. X-Zyte would be a boon for the local area, for example jobs created both directly and indirectly

In response to Cllr Neill, Mr Cobb informed the Sub-Committee the landlord of the car park was happy for him to improve the lighting around the nightclub and upgrade the CCTV.

Cllr Rowles asked if there were any shelters by the premise? Mr Cobb confirmed there was one shelter, which he proposed to extend or provide portable bus shelters for example. A brick shelter would be subject to planning permission and landlord’s consent, which he could apply for.

Cllr Neill asked APS Cooke of Thames Valley Police’s in making his representations to deal firstly with the Police’s opposition to the application and then if the Sub-committee were minded to grant a premises licence what conditions he felt needed to be imposed.

APS Cooke stated that the premises had been purpose built for 2,000 people, and was bigger than all the nightclubs in Newbury combined. Due to it’s size and location, it could not be adequately covered by the Police. Despite good previous management, there had been crime in the past. APS Cooke pointed out to the Sub-Committee the application was for a premise licence, and not a personal licence for the Applicants.

In APS Cooke’s view, there would still be problems despite a higher age range and good alcohol and music policies, and despite no immediate residential area, people would walk over the bridge into Theale. APS Cooke stressed the Police would be very concerned if the licence was granted and asked that the Sub Committee refuse the application.

Cllr Rowles enquired whether Thames Valley Police had sought the references given by Mr Cobb in the application. APS Cooke had not, stating that as the application was a premise licence and not a personal one, it was not relevant.

APS Cooke was asked why, in his view, there had been trouble in the past at the venue. He gave the location and the type of person choosing to go out of town to a club, as reasons. If a person was refused entry to the premise in the past, there was no immediate way for them to get back to Reading. If people were too drunk, they would not be allowed on the buses. If a person is refused that does not live in Reading, it would be more difficult for them to get back, as there would be no buses running from the venue. Although the proposed bus service to and from X-Zyte was an improvement, there would still be gaps of up to 30 minutes between each bus.

Mr Cobb added that X-Zyte may also hold student nights, which would have buses running to and from Reading University campus. APS Cooke noted that in the past residents have made complaints to Reading University regarding their students, and that he felt these nights already contradicted with Mr Cobbs intention that the premise be aimed at over 25s. Mr Brandon stated, such concerns could relate to any premises and he urged the Sub Committee to consider the issues that related to this application only. Mr Cobb added that he did not want to attract people to X-Zyte who were already intoxicated and he expected the premises would close before 4am most nights, except on special occasions. APS Cook replied that on public bus services, the applicants would not be able to control who was travelling to the premise.

The meeting of the Licensing Sub Committee adjourned to allow for mediation between the Applicants and Thames Valley Police.

At 1.50pm the Sub Committee reconvened and Mr Brandon read aloud the agreement between Thames Valley Police and the Applicants, on which they asked the Committee’s conditions to be based if the licence were granted.

Mr Cobb clarified that door staff would not be required between 8am – 8pm, unless the premises were hired out for corporate events, for which they would also notify the Police. The premise would only be open during the day when hired out in advance.

The Applicant and Police representatives discussed how often and why Crime Reduction Scheme posters should be changed, and it was agreed that they be changed in conjunction with the Local Authority and Police advice.

The Sub-Committee retired to consider the application and returned at 2.45pm with their decision.

RESOLVED that Application 015016 be granted subject to the conditions as in the operating schedule, any relevant mandatory conditions in ss19-21 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the following variations.  The committee also gave the reasons for their decision:

(1)
The license holder must provide buses to run between the premises and Reading town centre, to supplement the public transportation already provided, so that a bus is available every 30 minutes from 2100 hours until 30 minutes after the close of the premises. A member of the doorstaff to be on duty on each of the private bus service provided to regulate the persons entering the bus. The capacity of each bus is limited so that the persons on the bus must be seated.

REASON: Prevention of Crime and disorder and public safety

(2)
Shelter is to be provided either within or outside the premises sufficient to accommodate 150 people queuing to enter the venue and 150 persons waiting for buses, taxis or other transport.

REASON: Prevention of Crime and disorder and public safety

(3)
The CCTV system to be monitored by an SIA registered and qualified CCTV operator. The CCTV operator to be in radio contact with all members of door staff. The CCTV system to cover all areas of the premises to which the public have access, in particular all fire escapes to be covered by the CCTV. The CCTV to cover the outside area of the car park at the front of the premises. All images are to be recorded in colour and retained for 31 days.

REASON: Prevention of Crime and disorder and public safety

(4)
The door staff to be employed at the premises are to be on duty between 2000 hours until 30 minutes after the close of the premises. A minimum of 10 door staff are to be on duty during the relevant period. If the number of persons exceeds 1,000 then one additional member of door staff is to be employed per 100 persons. 
REASON: Prevention of Crime and disorder and public safety

(5)
The door staff are to operate a search policy. This search policy is to be written and available on request. A room is to be set aside to detain persons until police transport arrives. 

REASON: Prevention of Crime and disorder and public safety

(6)
The car park for the venue is to conform to the National Safer Car Park Scheme standards, this to include adequate lighting and the use of crime reduction posters which are to be updated regularly in conjunction with the Police and Local Authority. 

REASON: Prevention of Crime and disorder and public safety

(The meeting commenced at 12.25pm and closed at 2.50pm)
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